"YUAN THE RED/' THE JUDAS OF SUN

telegram demanded quick action in order to pre-
vent another uprising. Yuan's penitence waxed
apace. Undoubtedly he was sorry that he had
taken the life of Chang. He was sorry because
he saw the danger into which his crime had
brought him.

Sun remained in Peking a month. A score of
times Yuan confided to Sun his troubles and the
difficulty that he had to get the support of the
people. Finally, Sun realized that if he did not
help Yuan the country would be plunged into
another civil war. To make popular government
secure, it seemed the plain duty of Sun to support
Yuan in his extremity. Yuan's crime was most
reprehensible, but there were two evils presented;
it was plainly Sun's duty to accept the lesser and
to pass over the further denunciation of the
terrible murder, in an attempt to avoid more
bloodshed in civil warfare.

Sun had been called to Peking, not only as a
judge of the conduct of Yuan, but as the recog-
nized leader of the people. His duty was toward
the people, and the prime duty of all was to avoid
civil warfare. There was also some evidence that
Yuan really believed himself to be confronted
with a bloody uprising, and that, consequently, as
a defensive act, in nipping the rebellion in the
bud, the execution of Chang was not without some
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